
Week 14 - Friday, December 6, 2024

What’s Happening @ Elder’s Mills!

School Spirit Days! Every Friday until the Winter Break! All Staff and students are invited to
participate. Go Eagles!

TheWinter Concert is here!!!
The Winter Concert is a fundraising event and will feature our Grade 5 Bucket Drumming Ensemble,
Two Beginning Concert Bands (Grade 6), our Intermediate Band - the Soaring Eagles Concert Band
(Grade 7 & 8)and many more smaller group performances!

● Date: Wednesday Dec 11th
● Time: Doors Open at 6:30pm
● Concert start time: 7:00pm and will end around 8:15pm
● Location: Emily Carr Secondary School - 4901 Rutherford

Road, Vaughan
● Ticket price: $5.00
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All proceeds go to the Music Department. To make your payment go to School Cash Online

Please note that tickets and seating are limited. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

We thank you for supporting the EMPS Music Department and Music Education in our community!

A few more ‘notes’ about the Winter Concert:

● Did you purchase tickets ‘by accident’?

○ Performers are students in grade 5 - 8. We had an
outpouring of interest in this event and noticed that many
tickets purchased were from families of students in grades
2, 3 and 4. We are so happy for your support and would
love for you to join us! Having said this, we understand
from calls we’ve been receiving that you may have
purchased tickets for this event on the understanding that
your grade 2,3 or 4 child was participating. If this is your
situation and you would like to have your tickets refunded,
please email the school at elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca and put
‘Winter Concert Refund’ in the subject line and make your request. We will not be
refunding tickets after December 10th. We are planning a Primary Winter Concert
event for January.

● Do you still need to buy tickets?

○ We have the opportunity to open up ticket sales this weekend for a limited number of
tickets and for a limited time. School Cash online will re-open for this event on the
morning of Saturday, December 7 and close on the evening of Sunday December 8
for families who have not purchased tickets.

● Fundraising opportunities on the night of the event:

○ The School Council will be offering Roses and Plushies for sale on the night
of the Winter Concert. Due to the tight timelines, this will be cash purchase
only. Funds raised will augment our support for the school’s Music program.

○ The Emily Carr SS Music Program has been very generous with their support
for this event. Their Music ambassadors will be helping our students with
instruments, moving from stage to back stage, set up and more. We have
an opportunity to support Emily Carr’s music program through snack and drink sales
on the night of the Winter Concert. These will be available for cash purchase and
funds raised will go to support Emily Carr’s Music program.
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High School Information night - Grade 7 and 8 Families of EMPS!
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Elder’s Mills Gives!

This year Elder’s Mills PS staff and students will be supporting the YRP Holiday Heroes Toy Drive. We
will be collecting new, unwrapped toys between Monday, November 26 and Thursday, December
12. Please bring your donations to the front of the school and place theme in the bins. See the
poster below for details.
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School Spirit Wear
The online store is open. Merchandise ordered will be delivered to the
school every 3 weeks. All proceeds will fund school enhancements and
programs. Shop online by following this link: https://st
ores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home

Hot Lunches:
The Lunchbox program is live through:
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/. Orders can be placed by Sunday of each week. You may order
one week at a time or several weeks all together; there are many options!

Winter Weather

With winter weather here, we want to share a few important
reminders.

Bus or School Cancellations

When an extreme cold or inclement weather day is declared, school
transportation (including buses and taxis) is cancelled in the morning
and afternoon. Schools will remain open. Please notify the school if
your child will not be attending school on those days. Students will not be penalized for missing
school on these days.

There may be rare instances when emergency weather events occur and we need to close all schools
and Board locations. Please take the time to make plans in the event of an emergency school closure.
Information about transportation cancellations and Board closures will be shared through local media,
Board and school websites and on X @YRDSB.

Our process for extreme cold, inclement weather and emergency weather days is outlined in the
Board’s Severe Weather policy.

Weather and Recess:

All students are expected to go out for every recess, weather permitting. Students are to come to
school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 15 minutes at
morning recess and 40minutes at lunch recess. Please support conversations
with your child at home about wearing their coats, hats, gloves etc… when they
go outside

Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for the weather. It is
advisable for students to bring a change of clothes (extra pants and socks). A
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change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months. Students are asked
to have a pair of indoor shoes at school so that they may change out of their outdoor shoes/boots
prior to entering the classroom. Indoor shoes should be closed toe and closed heel and non-slip (no
sandals/crocs/slip-on shoes). Label all articles of clothing. Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and
snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.

Winter Vacation Plans?

With the Winter Break coming up, if you anticipate an extended absence from school
for your child, please notify the office in writing (email elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca). Be
sure to include the last day your child will be at school and your expected date of
return.

Coffee Drop-In:

The School Council is organizing a monthly daytime social. All
parents/guardians of EMPS are welcome to drop in and connect with
members of the council, meet and get to know one another. Topics of
discussion will include school goals, making connections in the
community and more. Our first gathering for this year is planned for
December 9, 2024.

If you wish to connect with School Council, please email
elders.mills.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca

Support the Vaughan Food Bank!

Help support greater food security for families in our
community. Elder’s Mills accepts donations for the Vaughan
Food Bank. Drop off non-perishable items any time during
school hours.
The theme for December is Canned Corn. All items are
accepted. Thank you for your support!
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Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter - December 2024 - Windows to Wellness
Dear Families and Caregivers,

Over the past few months, students of the YRDSB have been busy learning, engaged in activities,
relationship-building and forming new connections and now it is time for a break. December is a
month of many things - beginnings - like a new season and endings - for some, the end of another
calendar year.

Continue reading at this link: Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter - December 2024 |
York Region District School Board
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On the horizon:

December
8 Bodhi Day
11 EMPSWinter Concert @ Emily Carr
12 Grade 7 and 8 High School Information night for
EMPS families
13 School Spirit Day - Character Day
14 Last Day for Holiday Heroes Contributions
16 Las Posadas
18 Emily Carr SS Band performance @ EMPS
20 School Spirit Day - Pyjama Day

Hanukkah (Judaism): Ḥanukkah - The Festival of
Lights (and Feast of Dedication), commemorates the
victory of Judah the Maccabee, religious freedom, and
the rededication of the Holy Temple in 165 BCE

Bodhi / Rōhatsu (Awakening) Day (Buddhism):
Anniversary of the historical Buddha's awakening.
Rōhatsu is Japanese and literally means 8th Day of
the 12th Month.

Pancha Ganapati (Hinduism): Pancha Ganapati is a
modern Hindu festival held over five days in honor of
Lord Ganesha, Patron of Arts and Guardian of Culture.
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20 Last day of classes for 2024
21 Pancha Ganapati
21 December Solstice
25 Christmas Day
25 - January 2 Hanukkah
26 - January 1 Kwanzaa

Winter Break
December 23 - January 3
Classes Resume January 6

Save the Date!
January 16 - Primary Winter Concert!
January 23 - Winterfest

Christmas (Christianity): Christmas celebrates the
anniversary of the birth of Jesus.

Las Posadas: One of the most popular Christmas
traditions in Mexico is Las Posadas (Spanish for
lodging or accommodation), a nine day
celebration/observance. The ritual has been a tradition
in Mexico for over 400 years.

Kwanzaa is celebrated by many North Americans of
West African descent in recognition of their African
heritage. The candles of a seven-branched
candelabrum representing attributes such as unity,
self-determination, responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity and faith, are
successively lit over the seven days of the festival.
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